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ANI^UAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the 
Heysham  Urban  District  for  1913. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Heysham 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen,  

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  10th  Annual  Eeport  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Heysham  District. 

Since  my  last  report,  many  improvements  have  been  made 
in  cottage  property,  and  one  or  two  new  streets  have  been  made, 
notably  back  Granville  Eoad,  and  back  Hampden  Eoad.  There 
are  still,  how^ever,  a number  of  streets  and  back  roads  which  need 
attention.  The  Council  has  already  resolved  to  have  some  of  these 
streets  made,  namely  Westminster  Eoad  and  back  Fairfield  Eoad, 
but  the  work  has  not  yet  been  commenced. 

I should  also  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  following 
streets,  which  have  never  been  properly  made,  and  which  badly 
need  attention,  namely  Eaglan  Eoad,  St.  John’s  Eoad,  Fairfield 
Eoad,  and  Woborrow^  Eoad. 

I have  during  the  year  made  systematic  inspections  of  the 
district,  together  wdth  Mr.  Miller,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
have  visited  all  the  houses  in  Eaglan  Eoad,  Hampden  Eoad, 
Cumbermere  Eoad,  and  most  of  the  cottage  property  in  Lower 
Heysham.  I have  already  pointed  out  that  the  back  yards  in 
Hampden  Eoad  are  in  a very  insanitary  condition,  and  ought  to 
be  cemented.  The  Council  has,  I believe,  already  decided  to  have 
this  done,  but  the  work  has  not  yet  been  commenced. 

At  Mr.  Eobert  Lawrence  s house  in  the  Fold,  the  rooms  are 
very  damp,  and  the  walls  require  cementing,  the  down  pipe  does 
not  communicate  with  the  drain,  and  the  back  area  requires  atten- 
tion; there  ought  also  to  be  a back  entrance.  In  Eagland  road 
the  back  street  needs  attention.  In  bad  weather  the  water  in 
many  cases  stands  in  pools  outside  the  back  gates,  and  the  road 
should  be  put  in  a proper  state  of  repair. 

There  are  no  occupied  houses  which  can  be  said  to  be  unfit 
for  habitation,  and  the  defects  found  were  mainly  such  as  could 
be  easily  remedied.  These  have  already  been  brought  before  your 
notice,  and  I understand  that  the  owners  have  had  notices  to  have 
the  repairs  done. 

At  Mr.  0 Kelly  s house  in  Lower  Heysham,  the  water  closet 
communicates  with  the  scullery.  I understand  that  he  has  sub- 
mitted plans  for  additional  rooms  to  the  house,  and  that  the  water 
closet  will  then  be  removed.  This  house  is  also  overcrowded,  a 
condition  of  affairs  which  will  be  remedied  by  the  prospective 
enlargement  of  the  house. 

There  are  now  very  few  cases  of  overcrowding  of  dwellino'- 
houses.  Most  of  the  cases  which  I have  brought  to  your  notice 
in  prevous  reports,  have  been  remedied,  but  Mr.  Casson’s  house 


in  Crimewell  I.ane  is  still  overcrowded,  there  being  seven  people 
dwelling  in  a house  with  only  two  bedrooms.  As  I have  pointed 
out  in  preAuous  reports,  there  is  insufficient  closet  accommodation 
in  some  of  the  larger  boarding  houses  on  the  front.  Many  of  these 
houses  have  oidy  one  inside  water  closet,  and  I consider  that 
extra  accommodation  should  be  provided. 

Additional  closet  accommodation  might  also  be  provided  at 
the  bobbin  works. 

During  the  year  five  privies  have  been  converted  into  water 
closets. 

I have  frequently  drawn  your  attention  to  the  need  of  a 
protective  railing  on  the  promenade,  as  this  being  entirely 
ujiprotected,  is  a danger  to  the  public,  and  ought  to  receive 
early  attention. 

hlcst  of  the  new  houses  which  have  been  erected  during  the 
year  are  of  the  semi-detached  variety,  and  a few  smaller  houses 
have  been  built  suitable  for  working  people.  There  is  still, 
however,  a demand  for  this  class  of  property.  The  district  shows 
signs  of  increased  prosperity,  there  being  practically  no  empty 
houses,  and  the  new  houses  have  been  taken  as  soon  as  they 
were  fit  for  habitation. 

dhe  scavenging  is  done  by  the  Council’s  workmen,  and  the 
ashpits,  etc.,  have  been  more  frequently  emptied  than  last  year. 
The  refuse  is  carted  on  to  waste  land  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
district.  The  sewage  is  carried  out  into  the  open  sea. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 

the  workshops  are  kept  clean  and  are  regularly  whitewashed. 

There  is  only  one  underground  bakehouse,  and  this  is  well 
lighted  and  ventilated. 

The  Schools  are  kept  clean  and  in  a sanitary  condition.  They 
are  well  supplied  with  lavatory  basins,  and  have  sufficient  closet 
accommodation.  At  the  Heysham  School  privies  are  still  in  use, 
and  I should  recommend  you  to  have  these  converted  into  water 
closets.  Careful  record  is  kept  of  all  cases  of  sickness  amongst 
school  children,  and  proper  precautions  are  taken  where  cases  of 
infectious  disease  occur  in  the  School.  The  children  are  regularly 
examined  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

COWSHEDS. 

The  Cowsheds  are  in  much  the  same  condition  as  last  year, 
with  the  exception  that  a new  cowshed  has  been  built  at  Town 
End  Farm,  Higher  Heysham ; this  is  a very  roomy  building,  and 
is  well  lighted  and  ventilated.  The  Hill  Side  cowshed  requires 
an  extra  window,  as  the  light  is  very  poor,  and  the  floor  also 
needs  re-paving.  The  cowshed  at  The  Fold  is  also  very  roughly 
paved.  All  the  buildings  are  whitewashed  twice  a year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Nine  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported  during  the' 
year,  seven  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  two  of  Diphtheria.  All  the 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  the  summer  months,  from  July 
beginning  of  September.  The  first  case  occurred  in  a child 
who  had  been  away  for  a holiday  and  had  only  just  returned  home 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  she  had  contracted  the  disease  whiln 

she  was  away.  All  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to* 
the  Fever  Hospital. 


i^ooli  the  people  vvho  contracted  Diphtheria  were  visitors. 

No  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  or  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Have  been  reported,  and  there  has  been  no  epidemic  of  Measles 
or  Whooping  Gough,  though  there  have  been  a few  mild  cases  of 
the  latter  disease. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  consists  of  two  buildings,  one  being 
provided  for  Scarlet  Fever,  and  the  second  for  other  infectious 
diseases. 

-fi^e  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  have  been  notified, 
■one  of  these  being  an  inmate  of  the  Lancaster  Asvlum. 


DEATH  EATE  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

lorty-two  deaths  were  registered  in  the  district  during  the 
year,  and  to  these  I have  added  three  cases  which  were  registered 
in  other  towns,  but  which  have  been  transferred  to  this,  district, 
making  a total  of  forty-five  deaths.  This  gives  aerate  of  13.43 
per  1,000  inhabitants,  which  though  lower  than  last  year,  is  still 
well  above  the  usual  rate  for  this  district,  which  for  the  previous 
10  yeais  averaged  12.4.  Of  these  deaths  24  were  of  males  and 
'21  of  females. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  epidemic  diseases. 

Only  one  death  occurred  from  Phthisis,  and  there  were  no 
deaths  from  other  tubercular  diseases.  This  gives  a death  rate 
from  tubercular  diseases  of  0.29  per  1,000,  as  compared  with 
1.20  for  the  whole  of  the  county. 

There  W’ere  five  deaths  from  bronchitis,  one  occurring  in 
infancy  and  the  others  being  all  of  people  over  60  years  of  age. 

Three  deaths  occurred  from  Pneumonia  and  one  from 
respiratory  diseases.  Cancer  accounted  for  five  deaths,  and  heart 
■diseases  for  four. 


BIETH  EATE. 

There  were  31  births  during  the  year,  18  of  males  and  13  of 
females.  This  gives  the  low  rate  of  9.25  per  1,000. 

As  I have  pointed  out  in  previous  reports',  this  low  birth  rate 
is  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  population  consists  largely  of 
people  who  have  come  to  live  in  the  district  after  retiring  from 
business,  and  of  boarding-house  keepers,  both  of  which  classes  are 
maimy  composed  of  people  who  have  reached  middle  life. 


INEANT  MOETALITY. 

Only  two  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  year  of  life,  one  being 
in  a child  five  days  old.  This  gives  the  very  low  rate  of  infant 
mortality  of  64.51  per  1,000  births.  The  rate  for  the  county  for 
last  year  was  95  per  1,000  births,  and  was  the  lowest  on  record, 
being  30  per  1,000  below  the  average  for  the  preceding  10  years, 
so  that  our  rate  is  over  60  per  1,000  below  the  average  for  the 
eounty  for  the  last  10  years. 


I remain, 

Tlr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  HERD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Plealth, 

Heysham  Urban  District  Council. 


